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For Immediate Release:  August 18, 2009
Contact: Merrie Leininger, alex@alexsym.org, 703-548-0885

ASO is “Inspired by Nature” for its 09-10 Season
Performing works by Vivaldi, Gershwin, Beethoven, Mahler, Kluge, and Orff
Featured guests Carlos Rodriguez, Yuliya Gorenman, Elizabeth Bishop, 
Ta’u Pupu’a, Bowen McCauley Dance, Heritage Signature Chorale, 
and The Metropolitan Chorus

Alexandria, VA – In its 66th Season, the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and Music Director Kim Allen Kluge have found inspiration in the colors and sounds of wind, water, earth, and fire.
Helping the ASO bring Mother Nature into the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall are guests such as pianist Carlos Rodriguez, violin duo MarcOlivia, pianist Yuliya Gorenman, Bowen McCauley Dance, the Heritage Signature Chorale, The Metropolitan Chorus, Alexandria Choral society, violinist Allison Bailey, mezzo Elizabeth Bishop, and former Baltimore Ravens player turned tenor Ta’u Pupu’a.

The ASO 09-10 Season:

Sat. Sept. 26, 2009, 8 p.m. – ASO’s Inspired by Nature season heats up with Vivaldi’s “Summer”
Vivaldi's "Summer" and "Autumn" from The Four Seasons, featuring Leonid Sushansky on violin
Respighi's Pines of Rome
Gershwin's Piano Concerto in F, featuring Carlos Rodriguez on piano
Highlights:

The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra is proud to open its 2009-2010 Season with ASO favorite pianist Carlos Rodriguez and guest violinist Leonid Sushansky. Sushansky, who is in his third season as the National Chamber Ensemble’s violinist and music director, is a powerfully emotional player. NPR’s Nina Totenberg has said, “He plays with so much heart, it makes you want to cry.” Sushansky will 
--more--

perform during Vivaldi's bright and playful “Summer” and “Autumn,” selections from The Four 
Seasons. These two pieces were part of the ground-breaking work by Vivaldi, known as the “The Red Priest,” in which stanzas bring to mind flowing creeks, singing birds and buzzing mosquitoes.  Rodriguez will close the evening with Gershwin's Piano Concerto in F, a piece that Igor Stravinsky called “genius.”
Sat. Nov. 14, 2009, at 8 p.m. – “Winter” from two different hemispheres with Vivaldi, Piazzolla and the ASO
Vivaldi's "Winter" from The Four Seasons, featuring MarcOlivia on violin
Piazzolla's "Winter" from The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires, featuring MarcOlivia
Arnold's Concerto for Two Violins, featuring MarcOlivia
Brahms' Symphony No. 2
Highlights:

The ASO is thrilled to be able to not only perform the entirety of Vivaldi’s bright ode to Nature, The Four Seasons throughout the course of the season, but also provide a counterbalance in the performance of “Winter,” from Piazzolla’s The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires. Piazzolla answered Vivaldi with a tango-influenced score, as he was a nightclub performer who drew from his experiences playing for dancers when creating his symphonic works. Dynamic violin duo MarcOlivia, based in Northern Virginia, will share the spotlight during the Vivaldi, Piazzolla, and Arnold.
Sat. Feb. 13, 2010, at 8 p.m. and Sun., Feb. 14 at 3 p.m. -- All-Beethoven concert with guest pianist Yuliya Gorenman

Prometheus Overture
Symphony No. 6 "Pastorale"

Piano Concerto No. 4, featuring Yuliya Gorenman
Highlights:
With a line-up that will make your heart beat faster, the Valentine’s Day weekend will focus solely on one of the most gifted musicians ever, Ludwig van Beethoven. Pianist Yuliya Gorenman, who is on 
--more—

faculty at American University and has been called “a pianist without fear,” is the perfect artist to perform music by Beethoven, who was greatly respected for continuing to create after becoming deaf at the mid-point of his career.
Sat. March 13, 2010 at 8 p.m. – ASO celebrates spring with Mahler and guest vocalists Bishop and Pupu’a 

“Sunrise” from Grand Canyon Suite by Grofe

“Dawn” from Daphnis and Chloe by Ravel

Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun by Debussy

“Spring” from the Four Seasons by Vivaldi, with guest violinist Allison Bailey

Das Lied von der Erde (Songs of the Earth) by Mahler, with guest vocalists Elizabeth Bishop, and former NFL player    Ta’u Pupu’a

Sun., March 14 at 3 p.m. – Make a joyful noise! Celebrate “Spring” with music and dance 

“Spring” from the Four Seasons by Vivaldi, with guest violinist Allison Bailey

“Haiku Suite: Three Nature Poems for Sakahachi and Orchestra” by ASO Music Director Kim Allen Kluge, with Bowen McCauley Dance

Das Lied von der Erde (Songs of the Earth) by Mahler, with guest vocalists Elizabeth Bishop, and former NFL player    Ta’u Pupu’a

Highlights:

Mahler once wrote “My music is, throughout and always, but a sound of nature.” He was a romantic and emotional composer, whose music explores both dark and light, beauty and pain. The composition of Das Lied von der Erde was inspired by a book of Chinese poetry. Renowned mezzo Elizabeth Bishop, a regular with Washington National Opera and The Metropolitan Opera, will be joined onstage by tenor Ta’u Pupu’a, who, before an injury forced a career change, performed in the spotlight of the NFL with the Ravens and Browns.

During the same Sunday matinee concert, Bowen McCauley Dance joins the ASO for Haiku Suite: Three Nature Poems for Sakahachi and Orchestra, a composition by our own Music Director Kim Allen Kluge. A sakahachi is a traditional Japanese bamboo flute that is held like a clarinet and produces a tone that is both melancholy and mystical.
--more–
Sat., May 22, 2010 at 8 p.m. and Sun., May 23 at 3 p.m. – Season finale performance of Carmina Burana
Telemann’s Double Flute Concerto, featuring Josue Casillas and Sara Stern on flute
Larsen’s Atmosphere of a Fluid System, with Josue Casillas, flute
Orff’s Carmina Burana, with Katharine Dain, soprano; Peter Burroughs, tenor; James Shaffran, baritone; Heritage Signature Chorale; The Metropolitan Chorus; and Alexandria Choral Society.
Highlights:

The ASO will be joined by three well-respected choruses for its season finale, topped by Orff’s powerful Carmina Burana. The Heritage Signature Chorale led by Music Director Stanley Thurston, The Metropolitan Chorus led by Artistic Director Barry Hemphill, and Alexandria Choral Society led by Artistic Director Brian Gendron, will no doubt add to the charged atmosphere.
OTHER EVENTS

In addition to the performances listed above, the ASO holds its traditional Holiday Concert on Sunday, December 13, 2009, at Alfred Street Baptist Church. The ASO will play two versions of the Nutcracker Suite, excerpts from Tchaikovsky’s original and Duke Ellington’s jazz-band arrangement. The concert ends with a singalong of holiday songs and a free reception. 

ASO’s Children’s Arts Festival occurs June 6, 2010 at the Schlesinger Center. The Festival, recommended for children ages 5-11, features an instrument “petting zoo,” student art shows, and interactive art projects. The ASO will perform romantic music from Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture, Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story — the Twentieth-Century version of “Romeo and Juliet” — and music from the recent vampire love story “Twilight.”
EXPANDED SEASON DETAILS AND $5 YOUTH TICKET CAMPAIGN

In an effort to provide patrons with ample opportunities to enjoy orchestral performances of the highest quality, the ASO is pleased to offer $5 youth tickets during the 2009-2010 season. Families interested in introducing their children to classical music are encouraged to take advantage of this incredible offer, particularly for Sunday matinee performances. 

--more--
KIM ALLEN KLUGE, OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Maestro Kim Allen Kluge, 2007 Wammie Conductor of the Year, is the music director of the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. A valedictorian of Oberlin Conservatory of Music, he pursued doctorates in Piano and Conducting from the University of Maryland and received a Conducting diploma from the Academia Musicale Chigiana in Siena. He has studied with many of the great conductors, including Seiji Ozawa, Roger Norrington and Simon Rattle. 

MEET THE ASO

Northern Virginia’s premiere fully professional orchestra, the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra was founded in 1954 and has established a reputation for thematic and inter-arts programming that features a mix of classical and contemporary music. The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra is committed to providing quality, affordable and accessible music in the greater Metropolitan area of Northern Virginia through its highly respected, innovative, professional performances and programming. The ASO is also dedicated to reinforcing arts education in school curriculums and introducing younger audiences to classical music. 
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